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it is impossible for them to meet the expense of rendering all phases of the service of assembling. Other middlemen therefore specialize in catering to the variety of needs of a large number of retailers. Thus the wholesale distributor, exemplified by such concerns as the wholesale grocer, wholesale fruit concerns, and other large organizations, render to retailers a portion of the service of assembling variety, a service which they themselves are unable economically to perform.
There are many kinds and sizes of wholesale distributors, however, and not all of them by any means have direct connections with pea-canning establishments. Those who either do not operate pea-canning factories or do not maintain direct connections with independent canneries are confronted with the problem of buying their supply indirectly. For example, a small wholesaler operating in the city of New Orleans, in order to furnish his retail store customers with canned peas, might take a trip to Wisconsin to obtain a small supply of several hundred cases. The cost of the trip and of the freight on such a small wholesale order would come to a high figure per case. In competition with larger wholesale distributors the small distributor would be at a decided disadvantage. To handle peas profitably he must obtain his supply with less expenditure for buying. The cost of traveling and of high freight rates must be eliminated. Large numbers of similar small wholesale distributors require a great variety of products which are obtainable only by connections with a large number of distant middlemen, each specializing on one article only. This affords the opportunity for the broker to furnish the connecting link by which many wholesalers are enabled to assemble economically the wide variety of products needed by their clientele of retail stores. At first thought these rather numerous middlemen may seem unnecessary to the consumer who has just purchased his can of peas. But for any one who has given serious consideration